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OMISSIONS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE WCA ANNUAL MEETING

The following address and letier addressed to the AKC were presented from the floor
of the WCA Anmul Meeting held in Chicago in March. It was suggested that they be
printed in the Mational Magazine and a copy was given to the Club secretary.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is John Bartell and am called
J. | am from the Los Angeles Area and
am a member of the Southland Weimar-
aner Club,

Just so there will be no misunder-
standing, | am not a big Blue Weimaraner
breeder, no do | intend to become one. |
own both Grey and Blue dogs and love
them equally.

| come before you today to state some
of my grievances, which also happen to
be the same grievances of other members
of our National Club.

We feel that the majority of our
Mational Officers and members of the
Board have not been acting in a fair and
just manner toward all the members of
our Club.

| have here a letter addressed to the
American Kennel Club and a copy of
which | will give to our Executive Secre-
tary, Mrs. Thomack, and request that it
along with the address complete with
enclosures be printed in our WCA maga-
zine as soon as possible. The reasons for
my actions are that outside of the 3,000
words allotted to the proponents of the
Blue dog, it is practically impossible to
have anything, including full-page paid
adwertising, published in our MNational
Magazine that does not adhere to or agree
with the ideas and policies of the present
majority of our national officers and
board members.

Owing to the seriousness of this letter,
I personally feel that neither one
member, nor a small group of members
have the right to make a report of this
nature to the American Kennel Club,

Therefore, if our national magazine
will be allowed to print this address and
letter, the reaction received from all our
members, be it pro or con, will enable all
of our members to be in a better position
to determine whether this letter should
be mailed to the American Kennel Club
of not.

I would now like to read your this
{atter,

1071 W. 190th 5t,
Ga Califormia 90247
Board of Directors
American Kannsl Club
51 Madison
Mew York, Mew York 10010
Gant emsen:
1, a5 a member of the Weimaraner Club of

alko being a bresder and owner of
Whai fesl that you gentiemen should be
informed as to just what is taking place within

m&i refusad to do so.
The then published an official
ANDOUNCEMENt under " "5

wvery serious fault. it Is my understanding that
e ALK.C. or any standand or
part of a but the nEver wr iles

before Movember 15th."

Since the nominating committes was not
chosen befora Mowember 15, it appears to me
that all the candidates nominated by the
committes are not #ligible to hold office. =

This mesting of t nominating committes
was held one évening while the national Teeld
trial was in progress, Most of the members of
this committes were participating in the ewvents
that were being conducted, | feel that it was an
imposition to ask them to serve on such a
committee hawing such an important Tunction
under these conditions. | woulkd atso Hke to add
that one of Lhe members of the committes tokd
mé that the mesting was held in the corner of a

=i
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cocktail Bar and the maating  lasiad
approximately one hour.

| feel that this was not only unfalr to the
members of the nominating commities, but
also to the entire national membership.

There is more that can be said and will ba
supplied, If necessary. Would the Board of
Directors of the American Kennel Club please
adyise us If you are tha autnarl.t-:r that decides
what |5 to be done in the matter, |7 the Board is
not the one to decide, then who is?

Sincarely
John J, Bartell
In addition to the presentation to tha WCA
Board of Directors (which was published in
the January issue of Graymatter] the following
are included with the letter.

The Weimaraner Magazine, Jan. 1970
Secratary’s Cormer .. .
FFICIAL ANMDUMNCEMENT

For some time it has baan apparant that we
must solve the problerm of whether to accept
the blua Weimaraner, or disgualily it, or take
some other action sueh as classify it as &
separate vurla!f.

The lack of acceptance by soma Nﬂfli of
the club®s membership wote in 1966 Lo
disqualify, and the fact that AKC did not at
that time accept that recormmendation, left an
increasingly unsettled conditian,

AKC wanted different timing of action and a
petter color description than was then available,
and so0 made the color a very serious fauit,

As a result, and as a result of continuing
requests by the proponents of the blue dog, the
Board of Directors at thelr meeting on
Decamber 5, 1969 decided after serious
consideration:

1, To hold a membership vote to decide

batween continuing the present standard

listing the color as a very serious fault, or

recommending to AR a change 1o

disquality the color. )

2, To recommand disqualification,

3. To allow 2,000 words for pro and 2,000

words for con discussions in the February

issue of the magazine,

4, To allow 1,000 words each In the March

issue for one [and only one) round of

rebuttal. .

5. To publish in the March issue the Board's

reasons for recommending disqualification.

6. To hold the membership wolte prior to

April 30, 1970,

Sinca Mrs. H. B, Barnett has been the
E;lma.ry breader and exponent of the blue

girmaraner, she has accepled the job of
;nun;m? and editing the material recorded in
fawor of the blue in order to hawve it fit the
wiords allowed,

Mrs. Wicla Thomack will edit material
received from gray only proponénts on behalf
af the Board of Directors,

Communications for or %galnnt disguatifi-
cation may be sent to Mrs, Viola Thomack at
WCA Headguariers for forwarding as appro-
priate,

January 12, 1970
Mrs, Viola Thomack
Editor-Executive Secretary
The Waimaraner Magazina
Weimaraner Club of America
Gregnway Road
Sun Prairie, Wi 53590

Dear Wiola .

Today | received our January 1870 issue of
The Welmaraner Magazine and, having read the
official announcement on page 5, ecided Lo
write a *letter to the Editor'™ which is nelther
pro nor con. -

| do not know what went on in 1865 so |
cannot speak of that, Howewver, it seems to ma
that tha schedule you listed in the magazine is
grossly unfair to opponents of the Board,

Point Mo, 1 does not allow me or any other
maember of the Club to vote on “some other
action such as classify it as a separate variely™
as you state in the Tirst paragraph.

Moreayar, Point Mo, 2 states the Board
recommends disquaiification, yel the Board
does not state its reasons. In fact, the Board"s
reasons will not be stated until aftar thera is not
opportunity to answear them {(Point Mo, 5
follows Mos. 3 and 4), It seems logical that tha
discussion should Be centerad around the
Boards's reasons, I does not szem iogical that
avaryona should start throwing outl their
reasans haphazardly, The Board may make a
statement that is in error. There would be no
way to rectify the error prior to the vote, The
Board, it appears to me, |5 taking the position
of a patriarch: “Let the kids fight, then wa will
tell them what is to be done!"

It also $eems logical that the reasons for the
Board's actions were discussad at the Board
Meeting. Why have the minutes not bean
publishad? Does the Board first vote and then
create reasons depending upon the argumesnis
against the decision? X

1, for one, would like {0 288 the Board's
reasons beforé | make a decision, But | would
alsa like to have the opportunity o ask the
proponants of the blue Weimaraner to answer
definitively @ach reason the Board advocates, |
can make m'gr awn decisions It would be much
simpler if this could be done in the open forum
of the magazine,

Mika Reilly
cC: to all Board Mambers & officers, Mrs
H.B. Barnetl.

The above address was put in the form of a
motion, seconded, and voted on, Although, the
motion was defeated, it was not withdrawn,
and should have bean published in the minutes.
Fealing as deaply as |, John J, Bartell, do in this
matter, | am taking this means of having this
address and letter published with additional
copies made that will be mailed to all the
various Weimaraner Clubs throughout the
country, to say nothing of individual club
mambers. Should | receive a substantial amount
of support on this matter, | will not only mail
the address and letter to AKC, but also the
correspondence | recaiva.

Lot's all hope the nominating committes for
the selection of officers for the coming year is
chosen sarly enough, and their names and
address published, so they can be contacted by
tha maembers with their suggestions, Thase
members may have the names of several people
who would be glad to serve and would run the
club democratically and fairly for all the
members and the welfare of our Weimaraners,

Another omission in the magazine was that
there were 1064 ballots received on the Elue
question, 588 for disqualification, 442 to leave
the standard as is, and 34 ballots declsred
improper and not counted. This makes the vote
for disqualification 588 out of 1064, slightly
differant from what was implied in the vote
count given, but far different from the five or
maore to one ratio that was stated to be the casa
in 1965, Has santiment changad that much?

Concerning votes, have you noticed that for
the past two years, the total votes cast {or
ballots received) have not bean mantiomed in
the minutes and the unopposed candidates’
wotes have not been listed. Prior to the past twao
years, not only was the total number of ballots
givan, but even write-in candidates were listed,
if any. Conceivably, a write-in candidate may
have received more votes than an unopposed
candidate, even if such a write-in candidate
could not take offica.
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